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Zachary Baker is an Arizona man first and last. He was born in 
Phoenix and grew up in Tempe where he started playing soccer 
at a young age. Besides enjoying the sport, he found that soccer 
opened him up to a love of travel and other cultures. Playing 
with Sereno Soccer Club out of Scottsdale, he travelled to most 
states in the U.S. as well as Mexico, Europe, and Brazil. After 
graduating from Corona del Sol, Zach completed an English 
degree in creative writing  and won a NAIA National Soccer 
Championship at Azusa Pacific University in Southern 
California. In his Senior at APU, Zach studied abroad at Oxford 
University to work on writing. Upon returning to the U.S. and 
graduating, he interned at the BBC in DC during the 2008 
presidential election. Soon after that, Zach moved to Chengdu, 

Sichuan, China where he taught English at Sichuan University for 6 years. While in Chengdu, Zach 
became more involved with Phoenix Sister Cities which led to his interest in learning more about 
Himeji and jumping at the opportunity to teach there. His goal is to cultivate and grow relationships 
between Phoenix and our other Sister Cities.  

 
 Roger Blievernicht spent his childhood in the Coconino 
forests of Flagstaff, Arizona before moving to the valley for 
college. He was always interested in different cultures and 
languages and especially Japanese. Feeling that it was a more 
practical decision for living in Arizona he went on to obtain a 
Bachelors in Spanish from Arizona State University in addition 
to an International Business Studies Certificate. Even after his 
education Roger still felt that he had a deep curiosity and desire 
to understand Japanese culture that could only be satisfied by 
living and working in Japan. He later went on to get a TEFL 
certificate from the Arizona Language Academy where he was 
instructed about educational theory, second language 
acquisition and teaching in a multicultural setting that later 

resulted in a position as a substitute ESL teacher. In his free time he loves to skateboard and has 
taught skateboarding in a variety of settings such as local skate parks, summer camps, and 
afterschool programs. Roger is very excited to share his love of language learning, teaching and 
Arizona to his new community of Japanese students.   

 


